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TRANSITIONAL CARE is defined as a set of actions designed to ensure the coordination and continuity of health
care as patients transfer between different locations or different levels of care within the same location.This
ACE card illustrates the opportunities for improvement in transitions of care that occur with residents of as-

sisted living.
MRS. CERONE, AN 80-YEAR OLD FEMALE RESIDENT has had a cough with a poor appetite for 3 days.The resident and

her family are concerned with the disruption in her daily activities and wonder whether she requires hospitalization.
After careful evaluation, you determine that the resident should be admitted to the local hospital. How can you ensure
that her hospital admission and return home are as safe as possible? You review a pocket ACE Card as a checklist.

Case StudyCase Study
Providing a Safe Hospital Admission and
Discharge for an Older Adult—Transitional Care

This ACE (Acute Care for the Elderly) Card™ on Providing a Safe Hospital Admission and Discharge for an Older Adult—
Transitional Care was developed by Dr. Michael Malone at Aurora Health Care in Milwaukee, WI. These geriatric

care reminder cards will be published in ALC as resources to help clinicians manage common conditions that plague
elderly patients. The complete series of cards can be ordered from Dr. Malone at Michael.Malone.MD@aurora.org. ALC

Michael Malone, MD, is the Medical Director of Senior Services at Aurora Health Care in Milwaukee, WI.


